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Motivation

Standard economic models of the labor market assume that
transactions between employer and employee are voluntary or
"free”.

However, for most of human history labor was coercive.

"In the context of universal history, free labor, wage labor, is the
peculiar institution.” (Finley, 1976).

Slavery, serfdom and forced labor were most common labor
regulating institutions in the world up until the beginning of the
20th century.
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Motivation

Huge literature on the effects of labor institutions on productivity
and economic development.

In a nutshell, "extractive” institutions suppress incentives for
investment and innovation, and reduce growth rates (North, 1990;
Acemoglu and Robinson, 2012)

But how do "extractive” institutions emerge in a first place?

Russian serfdom is an example of "extractive” institution which

suppressed agricultural productivity and peasants’ living standards
(Markevich and Zhuravskaya, 2018)

had long lasting effects on modern development (Buggle and
Nafziger, 2017).
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Research question

In 1100 most Western European peasants were serfs. By 1300
many had become tenants, and by 1500 almost all of them were
free farmers (North and Thomas, 1973).

In Russia most peasants were free tenants in 1450. But by 1650
virtually all of them had been enserfed (Kluchevsky, 1911).

Russian case was a part of the larger trend — "The Second Serfdom
in Eastern Europe” (Blum, 1957).

Why did Western and Eastern Europe exchanged land tenure
systems?
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Theories of serfdom

Historians’ theories of "Second serfdom” focus mainly on internal
factors:

Blum (1957) explains it by the rise of power of nobility
Schoffel (1959) by the decline of cities and internal markets

Kaminski (1975) by the rise of grain trade between Poland and
Western Europe

Domar (1970) famously argued that labor scarcity in Eastern
Europe created incentives for landowners to limit peasants’
mobility.
while the theory explains the cross-sectional pattern, it does not
address the timing of enserfment.

why serfdom was not reintroduced in Western Europe after the
Black Death?
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Domar's model
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Europe in 1500
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New Theory

New theory

External military threat from the rising powers on the Europe's
steppe frontier the Crimean Khanat and the Ottoman Empire
created a need for new social organization.

Our theory: in the presence of land which is

economically unattractive, but
military essential

the state has an incentive to enforce a speci ¢ population
distribution to enhance its defence potential at the cost of
economic e ciency.
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New Theory The Model

The model: heterogeneous land quality
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New Theory The Model

The model: e ect of population density
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New Theory The Model

The model: e ect of population density
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New Theory The Model

The model: results

If free movement of labor is allowed, peasants will move to highest
wage region (most fertile).

Nomads will attack in undefended region, successfully raid and
capture slaves.

Serfdom allows the central agent to redistribute population
according to defence needs at the cost of economic e ciency.
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New Theory The Model

Why was Western Europe di erent?

In Western Europe the nature of military con icts were di erent.

Attackers had artillery and supplies, which need roads (in contrast
to nomads who were very mobile).

Roads can be blocked by defending cities.
People already had incentives to move to cities.

Thus, no need for enforced spatial distribution of labor.
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Historical Background Crimean Khanate and the Black Sea slave trade

Historical background

The Crimean Khanate one of the successors of the Golden Horde
became the vassal of the Ottoman Empire in 1479.

Slave trade was one of the main sources of income for Crimean
nobility. The Crimean port of Ca a (former Genoese colony) was
the center of the Black sea slave trade.

The process was known adharvesting the steppe groups of
raiding nomads would go out and capture peasants living on the
Russian, Ukrainian and Polish frontiers.

In rst half of the 17 ™ century up to 200 thousand people were
abducted from Russia(Novoselskiy, 1948; Khodarkovsky, 2002)
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Historical Background Crimean Khanate and the Black Sea slave trade

Frequency of nomads' slave raids by decadeovoselskiy, 1948)
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Historical Background Crimean Khanate and the Black Sea slave trade

Slave raids as an existential threat

Had Moscow not taken e ective countermeasures, virtually all
of its population would have been sold through the Crimea into
the slave markets of the Middle East and the Mediterranean.
Those who were not yet enslaved were forced to pay tribute to
the Crimeans, which cost the Russian government a million
rubles between 1613 and 1650

Hellie R. Russia in The Oxford Encyclopedia of Economic History (2003).

The word slave comes from the Latin sclavus, which, in turn, comes from
the ethnonym Slav (Slavic people). (Oxford English Dictionary, 1989)
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Historical Background Defence Lines

Defence against the slave raids

A series of forti cation lines were build along the southern frontier
starting from the mid-16™ century.

The lines were built from the felled trees arranged as a barricade,
forti ed by ditches, earth mounds and watchtowers.

The lines were analogous to the Great Wall of China and the
Roman Limes, except that they did not last to modern times.

Peasants were forbidden to cut wood in the area, and were obliged
to maintain the forti cations.

In the autumn large areas of steppe grass beyond the line were
burnt to deny raiders fodder.
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Taming the Wild Field
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Taming the Wild Field

Andrea Matranga, Timur Natkhov All Along the Watchtower: the Origins of Russian Serfdom 19/78



Taming the Wild Field
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Taming the Wild Field
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Taming the Wild Field
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Taming the Wild Field
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